Overcrowds

"interest of the particular class to which he belongs, or
"fancies that he belongs, as of prime importance." That
is a particular case of a general law. A crowd is a
being fashioned by an emotion. An overcrowd can only
exist when the emotion that generates it is more powerful
than the several emotions by which its subsidiary crowds
are generated.

Failures of patriotism are not common with sub-crowds
in our own day, but they occur sometimes in the case of
modern socialistic bodies. Here is an instance which
happened in Chicago Dec. 30, 1904. There had been a
ghastly fire in the Iroquois theatre and numbers of people
were killed and injured by the flames. About that time
a strike had occurred among the livery-stable drivers.
"An employer went to the strikers' headquarters, where
"the men had congregated, and asked the men to go
"to the Iroquois theatre to help to remove the injured.
"The strikers flatly refused." Here the overcrowdship,
not only of the nation but even of the human race, failed
to operate against bitter sectional self-consciousness.
When sub-crowds of such strength are formed their exist-
ence becomes a peril to the body politic. Aristocracies,
churches, trade unions, and other crowds have at times
been, like the heartless Chicago strikers, supremely mis-
chievous.

Where a crowd is not contained within the limits of a
nation but spreads abroad through the world, with differ-
ent sections in different nations, another kind of conflict
arises. A local subdivision of it will then be within the
hypnotic area of two unco-ordinated overcrowds. Such
is the condition of, for example, the English Roman Cath-
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